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SUBJ: OAU SECRETARY-GENERAL DENIES OAU PROPOSALS POR RHODESIAN 
SETTLEMENT PRESENTED TO RICHARD 

REF: LUSAKA 0304 

1. WILLIAM ETEKI, SECRETARY-GENERAL OP THE OAU, HAS 
DESCRIBED AS MISLEADING PEB I PRESS REPORTS THAT HE 

HAD PRESENTED OAU PROPOSALS ON A ZIMBABWE SETTLEMENT TO 
BRITISH SPECIAL ENVOY RICHARD (REFTEL). 

2. ACCORDING TO THE FEB 2 PRESS, ETEKI SAID THAT RICHARD 

HAD BRIEPED HIM ON HIS SHUTTLE MISSION IN TTEIR JAN 31 MEETING 
AND ASKED ETEKI WHAT ASSISTANCE THE OAU COULD PROVIDE TO 
ENSURE THAT ALL PARTIES ATTENDED A RESUMED GENEVA CONFERENCE. 
REPORTEDLY RICHARD TOLD ETEKI THAT OAU ENDORSEMENT OP THE 
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PATRIOTIC PRONT WOULD POSE A PROBLEM REGARDING 
RESUMPTION OP THE TALKS. ETEKI SAID HE HAD TOLD RICHARD 
THAT SMITH'S REJECTION LEFT THE ARMED STRUGGLE AS THE ONLY 
OPTION FOR THE OAU AND THAT OAU SUPPORT WAS FOR THOSE DOING 
THE PIGHTING. IN HIS STATEMENT TO REPORTERS, ETEKI SAID 
HE TOLD RICHARD THE PRONT WAS OPEN TO SITHOLE AND 
MUZOREWA IF THEY HAD PIGHTING CADRES AND WERE WILLING TO 
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CLOSE RANKS. THE OAU COULD NOT TOLERATE A PROLIEERATION 
OE LIBERATION GROUPS AND ITS SUPPORT OF THE PATRIOTIC 
ERONT SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS SELECTION OE THE EUTURE 
LEADERS OE A FREE ZIMBABWE. THIS WOULD BE DONE BY THE 
ZIMBABWEANS THEMSELVES. 

COMMENT: ETEKI'S EXPANDED VERSION OE HIS EXCHANGE WITH 
RICHARD CORRESPONDS MORE CLOSELY WITH WHAT THE EMBASSY 
LEARNED EROM OTHER SOURCES (REETEL). ETEKI'S CORRECTION 
MAKES CLEAR THAT HE DID NOT PRESENT A SET OE PROPOSALS, 

AS SUCH, TO RICHARD BUT RATHER DELINEATED A CURRENT OAU 
VIEW ON BRINGING ABOUT RENEWED NEGOTIATIONS BY INTENSIEYING 
THE ARMED STRUGGLE. LOW 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED OAU COLLECTIVE. 
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